
ME N D E L S S OH N : 2 P i an o T r i os ; T r i o f or pi an o, v i ol i n
an d cel l o; L i ed oh n e W or t e f or cel l o an d pi an o;
A l bu mbl at t f ü r Ju l i u s R i et z - A l t e Mu s i k K öl n w i t h
T obi as K och , pi an o - A r s P r odu ct i on

T he per for mer s inj ect the us ual Romant ic t r adi t ion w i t h a ser ies of
mus ical inj ect ions , B r ahms ins tead of B otox , which r es tor e i ts youthful
ener gy and good look s .
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ME N D E L S S OH N : P i an o T r i os Op. 49 & 66; T r i o f or pi ano,
v i ol i n and cel l o; L i ed oh ne W or t e f or cel l o and pi an o;
A l bum bl at t f ü r Ju l i u s R iet z - A l t e Mu s i k K öln ( Ch r i s t i ne
R ox , v i ol i n . Mat h i as F eger , v i ol a. K l au s -D i et er B r andt ,
cel l o) w i t h T obi as K och , pi an o - A r s P r odu k t i on
mu l t i ch an nel S A CD A R S 38 059 , 75 mi ns . [ D i s t r . by
Qual i t on ] * * * * * :

If the recently-completed Mendelssohn year had added nothing
else, this new recording of chamber music would have been more
than enough.

It's certainly a surprise: Alte Musik Köln is a period music
ensemble (Monteverdi to Bach and Handel) founded in the fall of 2006 by Klaus-Dieter
Brandt as successors to the famous, trail-blazing original-instrument crew named Musica
Antiqua Köln. I guess it makes sense that, true to their maverick heritage, the first thing
Alte Musik Köln records is music by Mendelssohn. Good thing that the performances are
also trail-blazing.

The performers inject the usual Romantic tradition with a series of musical injections,
Brahms instead of Botox, which restore its youthful energy and good looks. They have
decided that Mendelssohn had an appetite for musical adventure and ride the music hard
--although, when required, they can be pussycats, too. It's more than outward change:
It's a fundamental commitment to see the music as a profound expression of
Mendelssohn's personality, not just classical music entertainment.

For librarians and collector types, the programing is highly ingenious and unique. In
addition to the two famous trios there's a frisky early trio for the unusual combination
piano, violin and viola, and a selection of nominally salon pieces for cello and piano with
Mendelssohn's legendary power to break hearts and mend them all on the same night .

On top of its being a brilliant new look at Mendelssohn's music, this new SACD release,
even in the conventional stereo layer, has a richness and bloom that challenges the
musical experiences in the finest halls with its intimacy and focus.

The musicians play on intriguing old instruments which have been expertly restored.
Cellist Klaus-Dieter Brandt is himself a maker and, in the program book, contributes a
strict but panoramic view of the authentic performance practice movement as seen from
Köln.

Credit where credit is due: The producer was Annette Schumacher. The tonmeister was
Manfred Schumacher. The recording was made in the Evangelische Church of Honrath.
This is one shrine I'd go to worship at.

-- Laurence Vittes
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